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(Abstract)

Recovery and Reconstruction for the Destroyed fisheries industrial city

Hajime Oshima (Regional planning institute)

The 2011 off the Pacific coast of Tohoku Earthquake, causing massive Tsunami, led to the disaster of
an excess of 20,000 people confirmed dead or missing, and losing an unprecedented number of buildings.
Especially, fishery cities built on the industries of fishing, fish-processing and marine tourisms are in need
of urgent restoration because of the severe destruction of those major industrial bases. The government
have already worked on collecting wreckage, assisting reconstruction of new fishing vessel, fish markets
and processing facilities, as well as providing interest-free financial aid. Private sectors have also
contributed to organizing many volunteer works, fund collection and to transportation of goods such as
pre-owned fishing boats. However, it is still only the first stage of recovery since its widespread and
devastating damage.

To materialize the viable restoration of fishery cities, unless it is the case of the large-scale relocation,
safety and functional recovery of the coastlines should be firstly accomplished. In other words, the basic
infrastructures such as breakwaters, quays, and ground elevation should be improved at the earliest
possible point. At the same time, private sectors such as fishermen, fishery cooperatives and fish
processing companies should promote efficient and stable management by accepting new loans and/or
funds to upgrade and operate relevant production facilities, taking into account the traditional issues and
drop in consumption of recent years.

It is necessary for both public and private to consider comprehensive attempts at direct introduction
of the private investment and know-how for the restoration of the affected areas, i.e., PFI, the designated
manager system and the special funds, and at acceleration of this introduction by the preferential taxation
system and the like, in addition to the tax-raising budget or the government subsidy system, in order to

utilize Japanese capital and technology effectively.



